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RESPONSE 

Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action dated May 7, 2001, please enter the following remarks 
in connection with the above-identified application: 

REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested. Claims 1 1- 
14 are withdrawn. Claims 1-10 remain in this application and are submitted for the Examiner's 
consideration. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-3 and 5-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,999,536 ("Kawafuji"). It is submitted, however, 
that the claims are patentably distinguishable over Kawafuji. 



